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8. Southern Lakes
Nestled in the heart of the Southern Alps in the shadow of The Remarkables 
mountain range, Queenstown is an adventurer’s playground in every season. 
Bungy jump right where the activity was invented at Kawarau Bridge or jet boat 
down the Shotover River. Spend an autumn day looking at relics from the gold 
rush at Arrowtown, take a trip to Wanaka for winter skiing or embark on a scenic 
helicopter flight over the Mount Aspiring National Park. Explore the breathtaking 
natural wonders that are Milford and Doubtful Sounds, witnessing their 
spectacular beauty either on the water or with a hike along the Milford track. 

5. Wellington and Wairarapa
The lower North Island, which includes New Zealand’s capital city of Wellington, 
is the country’s creative hub. Indulge in fine wine, exquisite cuisine and coffee 
culture at a range of excellent eateries, or absorb some of New Zealand’s art and 
culture at Wellington’s many galleries and the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 
Tongarewa. Film buffs will get a kick out of Weta Cave, which features props and 
behind the scenes stories from a range of films including The Lord of the Rings 
and The Hobbit Trilogies. Head north and you’ll reach Wairarapa and the Kapiti 
Coast, which are home to wildlife sanctuaries, wineries, world-class golf courses 
and artisanal food producers.

3. Pacific Coast Highway
The Pacific Coast Highway follows the North Island’s eastern coastline south 
from Auckland, making it perfect for road-trips. Along the way you’ll pass a range 
of great swimming and surfing beaches and it’s only a short side-trip up the 
Coromandel Peninsula to reach the unique geothermally heated Hot Water Beach. 
Visit Tauranga and enjoy beautiful days on the beach or taking a walk to the summit 
of Mount Maunganui for a breathtaking view of the surrounding city and ocean. At 
Whakatane take a trip out across sparkling blue waters by boat or helicopter to 
New Zealand’s most active volcano, Whakaari White Island.

9. Pure Southern Land
Hosting a wide range of well-preserved Victorian and Edwardian buildings as well 
as spectacular rocky coasts, Coastal Otago and Southland are the perfect place 
for lovers of historic architecture and rugged landscapes. Drop by Dunedin and 
visit the historic Speight’s Brewery or take a trip out to the majestic Larnarch 
Castle. The coast is also a treasure trove of incredible geological and wildlife 
sights including the Moeraki Boulders, blue and yellow-eye penguin, albatross  
and fur seal colonies. At the bottom of New Zealand, Stewart Island is home to  
a wide range of rare native species, making it perfect for nature walks.

1. Northland and Auckland
As New Zealand’s largest and most cosmopolitan city, Auckland offers a wealth of 
cultural, artistic and dining attractions. Ride a glass-bottomed elevator to the observation 
deck of the 1000-foot-tall Sky Tower and take a horizon-spanning look over the city and 
the sail-studded Hauraki Gulf Marine Park. Take a cruise across Auckland’s harbour and  
walk beneath the pōhutukawa canopy on Rangitoto Island or enjoy a sunny day of  
food, wine and white sandy beaches on Waiheke Island. Travel north to arrive in the  
winterless Northland, the spiritual home of New Zealand, and paddle a waka  
(Māori for boat) across the waters where Polynesian explorer Kupe first landed. 

4. Western North Island
The Western North Island is thrilling in all seasons, with Egmont National Park 
home to the snow-capped Mount Taranaki, which provides excellent skiing in 
winter and wonderful tramping trails all the way to the mountain’s peak. During 
summer and Autumn the region boasts excellent surf beaches, great art galleries 
and always entertaining summer music festivals. To the east of the mountains 
New Zealand’s longest navigable waterway, Whanganui River, is perfect for a 
guided kayak safari, or if you’re looking for something a little more exciting you 
can brave the rapids of the Rangitikei River on a rafting trip.

6. Nelson and Marlborough
Marlborough is the gateway to the South Island, with travellers ferrying across the 
Cook Straight and through the beautiful Marlborough Sounds. The area is renowned 
for its wineries, which are particularly noted for their world-class Sauvignon Blanc. 
Enjoy a tasting of award-winning vintages of years past and outstanding regional 
cuisine at on-site restaurants. Located just west of Marlborough, Nelson overlooks 
the stunning Tasman Bay and Abel Tasman National Park, replete with golden  
sand beaches and known for being one of the sunniest parts of New Zealand, it  
is perfect for hiking, cycling, kayaking, fishing or taking a relaxing cruise.

2. Thermal Explorer Highway
Drive through the centre of the North Island and you’ll see the beating geothermal heart of 
the country, passing crater lakes and volcanic cones that are the remnants of past eruptions. 
Starting south of Auckland, the highway runs through Hamilton then on to Waitomo;  
famous for its subterranean river rafting and glowworm caves. Step into movie history  
at Hobbiton near Matamata, seeing the movie set from The Hobbit Trilogy. At Rotorua  
ride a giant inflatable ball down a hillside and witness geothermal geysers, bubbling  
mud pools and Māori cultural performances. Further south at Tongariro National  
Park you’ll find snow-capped mountains, fantastic tramping trails and ski fields.

7. Canterbury and West Coast
Known for rolling green pastures, jagged peaks of the Southern Alps and 
silvery beaches, Canterbury is home to world-class wildlife experiences, 
lush vineyards and pristine glacial lakes. Christchurch, the largest city is 
the  airport gateway in the South Island. Head north to Kaikoura at any time 
of the year and feast on delicious fresh crayfish and have an up-close whale 
watching experience. Head to Aoraki Mount Cook National Park and fly by 
helicopter or hike to the Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers.

NORTH ISLAND  
/ TE IKA-A-MĀUI

SOUTH ISLAND /  
TE WAIPOUNAMU

STEWART ISLAND / 
RAKIURA

Tasman’s Great Taste Trail, Nelson

newzealand.com

Whether you’re planning your New Zealand holiday 
or simply looking for things to do during your visit - 
newzealand.com has you covered every step of the 
way. There, you’ll find comprehensive information on 
everything New Zealand and you can book your flights, 
accommodation, transport and tours all in one go!

You can also get up to the minute expert advice, 
traveller tips and exclusive stories about New Zealand 
daily by joining our social media communities. Find 
us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram by searching 
‘purenewzealand’ and start discovering.
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Gardens

Lighthouse
Place of leaping

Lighthouse

Dune surfing 
Surfcasting

Rainbow Warrior wreck diving

Clendon House

Dune surfing

Waitangi 
Treaty House

Cruises
The Stone Store 

Hundertwasser toilets 

Horse Trekking

Mission House

Marine reserve

Game fishing 
Wreck diving

Shipwreck Museum

Haruru Falls

Historic road tunnel

Fiord cruises 
Kayaking 
Fur seals 
Dolphins 
Penguins

Limestone arches
Hiking
White water rafting 
Horse trekking 
Mountain biking 
Unimog tours
Kayaking
Surfing
Caving 

Pioneer   town
Gold panning

Pounamu carvers
Kiwi centre
Aquarium
Arts & crafts

Pounamu   carvers

Hiking             Rainforest 
Waterfalls

Hiking

Volcano summit 
climb

Wineries

Wineries 
Market

Wineries
Art trail

Historic tunnel 

Amusement 
park

Golf 

Golf 

Mansion House

Marine park 
Whale & dolphin 
encounters 
Fishing

Hot pools 

Hot springs  Historic dams
Sailing  Dolphin encounters

Hot pools 
Skydiving

Golf

Historic Village

Polynesian 
market

Marine reserve
Snorkelling

Māori pa

Gannet colony
Sea kayaking

Tunnels

Caves

Caves
Blackwater rafting
Abseiling
Glowworms
Walking

Hobbiton™ Movie Set

Surfing
Watersports

Farmstays

Beach hot spring

Hamilton Gardens

Riverboat 
 
Freeflight aviary
Waikato museum
Arboretum   Casino

Antiques

Rowing & kayakingHiking 

Middle-earth movie magic 
Waterfalls   Walking

Kiwi house

Mountain biking

Hot pools
Museum

Maori King’s residence

Hiking

Waterfall
 Kauri forest
  Hiking

Beach hot spring
Surfing

Gold mining relics
Walking tracks 

Arts & crafts market 
       Gold mine tours 

Game fishing 

Hot pools 
Shorebirds 

Hiking

Coastal walkway

Mountain tracks   Surfing
Snorkelling Diving

Surfing

Hiking

Antiques

Water garden

Mountain biking 

Square 
kauri tree

Castle Rock

Game fishing
Dolphin encounters

Hot pools

Volcano tours

Gallery – street art Wineries 

Vintage car museum 

Jet boating 

Murals   Museum

Surfing

Mountain biking

Fly fishing

Wineries
Arboretums
Historic walk

Museum & arts centre
Horse trekking
Museum of technology 
Fishing trips  Surfing
Stingray feeding/swimming 
First city to see the sunrise

Historic wharf
Fishing

Surfing

Te Reinga Falls

Morere Hot Springs

Rocket Lab launch site 

Bird watching
Hunting
Hiking Farmers market 

Scenic flights

Lake Waikaremoana Track

Walking tracks 
River rafting

River rafting

Captain Cook 
memorial
Te Poho O Rawiri 
Marae

Oldest pohutukawa tree 

Historic church

Lighthouse 

Rock slide

Rere Falls

Sunrise summit climb

Hawke’s Bay Museum 
Art Deco Walks 
Vintage Car Tours 
Marine Parade 
National Aquarium of New Zealand 
Hawke’s Bay Trails 
Hot pools 
Wineries

Golf    Gannet Colony    
Glamping   Wineries

Farmers market 
Wineries
Hawke’s Bay Trails 
Art Gallery 
Nga Pou o Heretaunga

Rafting

Pa sites
Walks
Fishing

Te Mata Peak 
Summit walk 
Mountain biking 
Walking Surfing    Māori cultural experiences

Heritage homesteads 
Garden tours 
Longest Place name

Waka tours

Mountain biking    Walking 
Hawke’s Bay Trails 

Hot pools
Hiking

Hiking

Buried village 
Trout fishing
4WD tours

Geothermal parks/spas/valleys
     Hot pools   Scenic flights 

Museum 
Walking track

Lake cruise

OGO  Trout springs  
Farm shows  Canopy Tours

Luge rides
Gondola 

Māori arts & crafts
Mountain biking 
Walking tracks
Māori village 

River rafting

River rafting

Round-the-mountain track
Mountain biking
Mountain climbing
Scenic flights   Walks
Skiing & snowboarding
Hiking
Summit climb

Raurimu Spiral

4WD tours

Stand-up paddleboarding

Trout fishing

Hiking 
Walking 
Scenic chairlifts 
Summit climb 
Skiing/snowboarding/
snow play

Hiking 
Walking 
Mountain biking 
Skiing/snowboarding 
snow play 
Whanganui River access

Tongariro Alpine Crossing

Jet boating  Kayaking 
Horse riding  Mountain 
biking    Hiking

Army museum
Tangiwai 
Memorial 

Hiking

Bridge to Nowhere 

Puke Ariki Museum 
Coastal Walkway
Len Lye Centre art museum 
Pukekura Park 
Pouakai Crossing hike 
Recognised gardens 
Café culture 
Cycle park 
Wind Wand sculpture 
Major events 
Mountain climbing 
Hiking 
Surf beaches 
Skydiving

Surf beaches
Māori pa 
Farmstays

Glockenspiel Clocktower 
Mountain gateway 
Arts & crafts 

Tawhiti Museum 
Water tower 
Parks & gardens 
Surf beaches

Heritage garden

Lighthouse

Tunnel

Historic walk

Surf beaches 
Coastal walks

Dam dropping

Toy museum

Coastal walks 
Heritage sites 
Horse trekking

Wildlife centre      Eel feeding
Free flight aviary
                           Kiwi house

Historic buildings
Papawai marae
Boutique shopping
Early Settlers museum

Mountain biking   Walking tracks 
Art gallery     Family activities 
Train to Wellington

Scenic helicopter flights
Stonehenge 
Paua World 
Train to Wellington

Lighthouse 
Rock formations 
Coastal walks 
General store 
Camping  

1st ANZAC Day  
church & memorial

Tui Brewery Tours

Hiking
Kayaking
River rafting
Abseiling

Cycle the vines 
Vineyards 
Cellar doors 
Winery walks

Train museum 
Train to Wellington
Rimutaka cycle trail

Hotel/camping 
Restaurant

Fur seal colony
Lighthouse
Rock formations

Fishing village

Te Papa Museum 
 Cable Car 
  Weta Workshop 
   Wildlife sanctuary 
     Film location tours 
        Parliament buildings 
          Botanic gardens 
                 Craft beer & food tours 
                     Art galleries	    Fur seal colony 
                           Mountain biking 
                                  Katherine Mansfield birthplace

Hiking

Nature reserve

Car Museum 
Native Bird Tours 
Golf 

Mountain 
biking

Mountain  
biking   Golf

Waka Experience – Whanganui River 
Sarjeant Art Gallery 
Durie Hill Underground Elevator 
Whanganui Regional Museum 
NZ Glassworks – NZ home of glass art 
Quartz - Museum of Studio Ceramics 
St Paul’s Memorial Church 
Paddle steamer & riverboats 
Cycle trails & walkways 
Black sand beaches 
Heritage architecture

Jet boating
River cruises

Glow worm caves

Four wheel driving

Historic village
Jetboating 
Kayaking 
Mountain biking

Horse riding 
Public gardens 
Riverside Pathway 
Mountain biking 
Art & sculpture trail 
Farmstays 
Hiking 
Te Apiti - Manawatu Gorge 
West coast beaches

Gardens

River rafting
Kayaking

Native Wildlife Park

Flax museum
Dutch WindmillDune lakes

Te Manawa museum    NZ Rugby Museum

Manawatu Estuary

Windfarm

Skydiving 
Jetboating 
Scenic cruises 
Māori rock carvings

Geothermal parks 
Hot pools 
Golf courses 
Trout fishing 
 Mountain biking 
    Bungy jumping 
               Prawn farm 
                       Māori culture

Geothermal park 
Māori village

Waterfall
Jetboating 

Wakeboarding 
Mountain biking 
Walking tracks 
Trout fishing

Walks
Mountain biking

Rail carts 
Kayaking/canoeing
Whanganui Journey start

Queen Charlotte Track 
Kayaking    Maritime museums 
Dolphin swimming     Mailboat 
Wildlife sanctuaries 
Seafood & nature cruises 
Underwater observatory 
Waters’ edge accommodation

Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre 
Wine tours 
Cellar doors 
Vineyard restaurants 
Cycle trails

Art galleries 
Tasman’s Great Taste Trail (cycling) 
Mountain biking 
Breweries, cideries & wineries 
Centre of New Zealand 
National WOW Museum  
& Classic Car Collection

Sailing cruises 
Coastal walking track 
Marine reserve 
Sea kayaking

Horse trekking
Eco safaris
Seabirds
Art galleries

Fishing

Freshwater springs

Mountaineering 
Trout fishing
Skiing  
Hiking

Caves
Marae stays

Botanic gardens 
City sightseeing tours 
Punting on the Avon 
Christchurch tram 
Arts centre & art gallery 
Canterbury Museum 
Gondola 
Golf 
Port Hills walks 
Cycling

Dolphin watching
Whale watching
Fyffe House
Walkways
Seal colony
Seal snorkelling

Jet boating
Trout fishing

Dolphin cruises 
French heritage 
Nature walks

Hot pools
Forest walks
Bungy jumping
Skiing
Cycle tracks

Hot pools

Wineries
Historic railway 
Horse trekking 

TranzAlpine rail journey
Hiking
Skiing

Vintage car museum

Alpine walks 
Scenic flights 
Mountaineering 
Star gazing 
Skiing
Heliskiing 
Glacier landings 
Glacier lake trips
A20 Cycle trail 
Helihiking 

Forest walks
Horse trekking

Canyoning

Jet boating

Skiing

Mountain biking
Thatched house

Vintage railway 
Heritage sites 
Farm tours 
Māori rock art 
Stargazing 

Farm Tours 
Alpaca Walks 
Gardens  
Brewery tours 

Museum 
Golf course 
Walking trails 
Bakehouse
Boating & fishing

Glider Flights 
Hot tubs Omarama 
Clay Cliffs 
Wrinkly Rams

A2O Cycle trail 
LOTR tours 
Salmon farm 
Walking trails

Star gazing 
A2O Cycle trail 
Scenic flights 
Hot springs 
Ice skating

Historic architecture
Beach 
Art gallery 
Museums 
Māori rock art 
Heritage sites 
Brewery tours 
Coastline walking tracks 
Local markets 
Local tours 
Cycling 
Fishing 
Hunting 
Sporting facilities

Canyoning

Ohau snowfield

Benmore Dam

Pasquale Winery 
Vintner’s Drop

Māori rock art

Heritage rail excursions 
Otago Museum & Toitu Otago Settlers Museum 
Olveston Historic Home 
Cadbury World 
Brewery tours 
Art galleries & local design stores 
Farmers market 
Gardens 
Surfing & mountain biking 
Street art

Gondola
Lake cruises
Cycle trails
Bungy jumping   Kayaking
Hiking   4WD tours
Parapenting  
Wineries

Chocolate & brewery tours
Transport World
Museums 
Queens Park 
Bluff oysters 
Burt Munro

Scenic flights
Diving
Fiord cruises
Kayaking
Penguins
Fur seals
Underwater observatory
Dolphins

Bird sanctuary 
Walking & hiking 
Scenic flights 
Glow worm caves 
Horse trekking 
Jet boating 
Fishing 
Lake cruises 
NZ Great Walks 
4WD adventures 
Vintage Machinery Museum

Walking & hiking 
Kayaking 
Fishing 
Scenic flights

Lake cruises 
Glacier flights    Hiking 
Mountain biking   Skiing 
Jetboating   4WD tours 
Skydiving    Kayaking 
Puzzling World   Wineries 
Climbing    Golf    Fishing

Heli-skiing
Nordic skiing
Skiing- Coronet Peak 
Cardrona     Treble Cone
Mountaineering
Scenic flights
Ice skating
River surfing
Canyoning

Skiing- The 
Remarkables
Hiking
Skydiving
Hang gliding
Scenic flights
Mountain biking

Horse trekking 
Gold panning

Jet boating
Bungy jumping

Caples Track

Dart Rees Track

Rob Roy Glacier Track

Skiing   Horse trekking 
Distillery tours   MTB Park 
Cross-country skiing 
Snow-shoeing

Millbrook

Eco tours

Underground cave rafting

Historic coal mining sites 
Seal colony
Coal town museum

Glow worm caves
Eco tours

Swing bridge 

Jetboating
High speed flying fox 
White water rafting 
River kayaking 
Gold panning 
Fly fishing

Pancake Rocks & blowholes 

Historic mining town

Shantytown 
Off Road Adventures

Trout fishing

White Heron sanctuary 

Guided ice walking
Walking tracks
Scenic flights

Wildlife centre    Adventure 
Boat tours    Hot pools 

Waterfalls
HuntingFishing 

Hiking 
Jet boat safaris 
Helicopter flights

Bird watching Kayaking

Hot pools

Gold mining relics
Gold panning 

Cycling 
Orchards

Fly fishing 
Mountain biking

Hiking   Fishing
Mountain biking 
Kayaking

Scenic flights 
Jetboating 
Hiking 
Access to Mt Aspiring 
National Park 
Blue Pools walk

Kayaking
Hiking 

Historic buildings
Curling

Historic gold mining village 
Historic hotel

Royal albatross colony 
Penguin colonies 
Seals & sea lions 
Larnach Castle 
Gardens 
Harbour cruises 
Coastline walking tracks

Otago Central Rail Trail 
Saltwater Lake 
Fishing 
Farm tours

Historic railway 

Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony 
A2O Cycle trail 
Whitestone City 
Victorian Precinct 
Steampunk HQ 
Whitestone Cheese Factory 
Oamaru Opera House 
Totara Estate & Clarks Mill

Historic farm

Vanished World 
Fossil Centre & Trail 
Elephant Rocks

Walkway
Fossils
Farmstay

Clutha Gold cycling  
& walking trail

Hiking/walking trails

Moeraki Boulders

Walking tracks 
Waterfalls

Fossil forest 
Penguins 
Dolphins 
Lighthouse 
Sea lions

Surfing 
Te Hikoi Museum 
Horse trekking

Historic bridge 
Caves 
Jetboating

Fur seals
Penguins

Fossil forest

Lighthouse

Cycle trail

Mountain biking

Hiking 
Fishing 
Diving 
Wild kiwi 
Bird sanctuary 
Seafood

Vintage aircraft

Moonshine whisky 
Art gallery

Hump Ridge Track
Jet boating

Trout fishing 

Hole in the Rock 
Cape Brett walkway

Game fishing 
Dolphin encounters
Sea kayaking

Nga Tapuwae  
o Toi walkway

NORTH ISLAND / TE IKA-A-MĀUI

SOUTH ISLAND / TE WAIPOUNAMU

STEWART ISLAND / RAKIURA

Sky Tower 
Art gallery 
Bridge climb & bungy 
Auckland Museum 
Maritime Museum 
Antarctic & underwater 
encounter 
Cultural experiences 
Shopping 
Restaurants & bars 
Nightlife

Fishing

Mountain 
biking

Conservation park

West Coast black  
sand beaches

Arts & craft

Kauri forest 
Waterfalls

Fishing
Sea kayaking

Marine reserve
Boating

Snorkelling
Sea kayaking

Surfing

L&P bottle 
Cycle trail

Cycle trail

Walking tracks    Surfing
Iconic views    NZ’s best beachMcLaren Falls Park

& waterfall
Glow-worm kayaking
           Camping 

Kiwifruit capital    Manuka honey  
Goodness grows here 

Wildlife sanctuary Kiwi bird capital

Coastal walkways

Walking & wildlife reserve

Geothermal 
parks & valleys

Historic church

Motu Trails

Kiwi enclosure

Mountain biking 
White water rafting 
Bush walks 
Trout fishing
Hot pools

Trout fishing

Orchards
Wineries 
Historic buildings
Motorsport Park
Hang gliding

Ice skating 
Hill walking
Rail Trail
Cycling
Heritage River Cruise

Historic buildings
Museum
Cycling
Wineries

Art Deco architecture
Otago Central Rail Trail

Mountain biking tracks 
Cycling 
Museum 
Food

World famous pottery 
Golf 
Agriculture 
Stargazing

Skiing 
Mountain biking 
Hiking 
Bouldering

Farm tours 
Golf 
Fishing

Country cafés

Little River 
Rail Trail

Jet-boating 
Fishing 
Walking trails

Golf 
Walking trails 
Mountain biking 
SkiingWalking trails    Fishing 

Mountain Biking 
Lord of the Rings tours 

Camping 
Fishing  Cycling

Skydiving    Golf 
Internationally recognised gardens 
Aviation museum 
Cycle trails 
Walking tracks 
Heritage sites

Rafting

Waipoua Forest 
Tāne Mahuta

i-SITE
i-SITE is New Zealand’s official visitor information network with over  
80 i-SITEs nationwide.

Every person who works at an i-SITE is a local travel expert for their home town.

They will help you to find quality activities, attractions, accommodation, transport and more! This 
ensures you will experience the latest and greatest the town has to offer whatever you are after!

• Itinerary planning and information

• �Bookings nationwide – accommodation, activities, transport

• �Free maps, weather & mountain safety information

• �Local information – events, attractions, restaurants & more 

For more information visit newzealand.com/isite 

 
 

 
 

Westport

Wanaka

Te Anau

Queenstown

Picton

Nelson 

Aoraki / Mt Cook

Milford Sound

Invercargill

Haast

Greymouth

Franz Josef

Dunedin

Christchurch

Blenheim

Whangarei

Wellington

Whitianga

Whanganui

Thames

Tauranga

Taupo

Rotorua

Palmerston North

New Plymouth

Napier

Kaitaia

Hamilton

Gisborne

Auckland
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8:00 6:30 6:30 12:00 4:00 4:30 2:00 5:45 4:45 6:30 7:00 2:30 8:15

2:30 6:00 2:30 6:30 5:30 5:30 6:30 3:00 3:45 2:30 1:30 6:15

5:15 5:45 4:00 9:30 3:00 2:00 1:00 3:45 2:45 4:30 5:00

1:30 5:00 1:30 5:30 4:15 4:15 5:30 2:00 2:30 1:30

2:30 3:30 1:30 6:30 3:30 4:00 4:45 1:00 2:00

3:15 4:00 2:00 7:15 2:00 3:30 3:00 1:00

2:45 3:30 1:30 6:45 3:00 4:00 4:00

6:15 5:00 4:45 10:00 2:15 3:00

4:30 7:00 3:00 8:30 5:15

5:00 2:45 3:30 9:00

4:15 10:00 5:30

1:30 5:00

6:00

Whether you’re planning your New Zealand 
holiday or simply looking for things to do 
during your visit - newzealand.com has 
you covered every step of the way. There, 
you’ll find comprehensive information on 
everything New Zealand and you can book 
your flights, accommodation, transport and 
tours all in one go!

You can also get up to the minute expert 
advice, traveller tips and exclusive stories 
about New Zealand daily by joining our 
social media communities. Find us on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram by searching 
‘purenewzealand’ and start discovering.

facebook.com/purenewzealand

twitter.com/purenewzealand

instagram.com/purenewzealand
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Many destinations in New Zealand are just hours from 
each other. An extensive network of air, train and road 
services mean most places can be reached by public 
transport. Buses and coaches link up with rail and 
ferry operators to take you the length of the country, 
and air travel is also available to most destinations.

Tongariro Alpine Crossing, 
Ruapehu

newzealand.com

Aotearoa

newzealand.com

THEMED HIGHWAYS 
These routes are marked with distinctive brown road signs.  
For more information visit: newzealand.com/int/themed-highways

NORTH ISLAND
 �	 Twin Coast Discovery Highway: This route begins in Auckland and travels north, 

tracing both coasts to Cape Reinga and back. Driving is easy and interesting. 
Highlights include a procession of beautiful beaches, opportunities for fishing, 
surfing, diving and dolphin encounters; cultural experiences at Waitangi; forest 
hikes and craft shopping. 

 �	� Pacific Coast Highway: Linking the Coromandel, Bay of Plenty and Eastland with 
Auckland in the north and Hawke’s Bay in the south, the Pacific Coast Highway 
takes you to spectacular coastal scenery and beaches, forest wilderness and grape 
growing districts. This route should go down the Pohutakawa Coast, through 
Clevedon and around the Firth of Thames. The cities of Tauranga, Gisborne, Napier 
and Hastings will satisfy your urge to wine, dine and shop. 

 �	 �Thermal Explorer Highway:  This route runs between Auckland and Hawke’s 
Bay, travelling through the volcanic centre of the island. You’ll have the chance 
to discover the caves around Waitomo in the Hamilton & Waikato region, 
geothermal areas in Rotorua and Lake Taupo, the amazing Tongariro National 
Park and Hawke’s Bay Wine Country. Expect equal quantities of relaxation and 
adventure. When combined, the Pacific Coast Highway and Thermal Explorer are 
known as The Great New Zealand Touring Route. 

 �	 �Forgotten World Highway:  The 150km Forgotten World Highway (State 
Highway 43) is a memorable driving journey through stunningly scenic 
untouched landscapes. Following ancient Māori trade routes and 19th century 
bridle paths, the highway connects Taumarunui to Stratford. The route 
wriggles its way over four mountain saddles, through an eerie one-way tunnel 
and along a sinuous river gorge, passing through the unique Republic of 
Whangamomona. 

 �	 �Volcanic Loop: From the trout town of Turangi, you can circle the volcanoes of 
Tongariro National Park by following state highways 47, 4, 49 and 1. On a clear 
day, you’ll enjoy spectacular views of the mountains and the volcanic terrain 
that surrounds them. The stretch known as the ‘Desert Road’, which cuts across 
the desolate Rangipo Desert, is particularly memorable. 

 �	 �Surf Highway 45: The 105km highway that traces the Taranaki coast is known 
as Surf Highway 45 for the countless surf breaks that can be found at the end  
of almost every road that leads to the coast. The top spots have fascinating 
names - the Kumara Patch, Graveyards, Secret Spot, and Green Meadows to 
mention a few, and they are handily punctuated by cozy cafés feeding surfers 
and adventurers alike. 

 �	 �Manawatu Scenic Route: A scenic alternative to State Highway One, this route 
takes you on journeys between the highways through rural landscapes. Discover 
hidden places and tucked away treasures ranging from country cafés and pubs; 
heritage sites, galleries and gardens, to scenic reserves, day walks, swimming 
holes, glow-worm caves, picnic areas, and camping spots. Meet the locals and 
enjoy world-class scenery from the roadside.

 �	 �Classic New Zealand Wine Trail: Weaving through three major wine regions, 
the Classic New Zealand Wine Trail serves up unforgettable wine and food 
experiences along the 380km route, spanning the North and South Islands. 
This self-guided drive takes visitors through Hawke’s Bay, Wairarapa, and 
Marlborough, home to some 230 wineries. At the heart of the trail lies Wellington, 
New Zealand’s capital, the perfect place for a culinary and cultural stopover.

SOUTH ISLAND
 �	 �Alpine Pacific Touring Route: The Alpine Pacific Touring Route takes you to the 

wine and food experiences of Waipara, the spa delights of Hanmer Springs and 
the marine mammal encounters of Kaikoura. Between destinations, you’ll enjoy 
beautiful country scenery. 

 �	 �The Inland Scenic 72 Route: The perfect road journey for travellers who like to 
get off the main highways and find real rural life. The route starts at Amberley, in 
the north of the Canterbury region, and runs to Winchester, where it links to State 
Highway 1. There are fabulous views of the Southern Alps on one side of the road, 
complemented by the green serenity of the Canterbury Plains on the other. 

	 The Great Alpine Highway: This coast-to-coast route traverses the Southern 
Alps. From Christchurch, the 255-kilometre route follows State Highway 73 west 
across river plains before rising to traverse through Porters Pass and Arthur’s 
Pass National Park. Highlights include the impressive Waimakariri and Otira River 
gorges, driving along the Otira Viaduct and exploring natural wonders like the 
Castle Hill Rocks and Cave Stream Reserve.

 �	 �Great Coast Road: The Great Coast Road stretches from Westport down to 
Kumara. It meanders alongside the ancient limestone cliffs of Paparoa National 
Park, where the world’s smallest penguin resides, through Charleston and down 
to Punakaiki, home to the famous Pancake Rocks and Blowholes. Driving it in 
one go only takes about 90 minutes, but it’s best to slow down, enjoy the ride 
and explore some of New Zealand’s small towns.

 �	 �Glacier Highway: The Glacier Highway hugs the coastline from Kumara, through 
Hokitika and all the way down to Glacier Country. This 300-kilometre journey is 
surrounded with dense coastal scrub and West Coast rainforest, making it one 
of New Zealand’s most scenic routes. It passes through three national parks, 
seal colonies, beaches, lakes, and as its namesake states, mighty glaciers.

 �	 �Southern Scenic Route: Starting in the historic city of Dunedin, this route follows 
the wild southern coast to Invercargill, then continues west and north to Te Anau 
before ending at Queenstown. Highlights include wildlife encounters along The 
Catlins coast, the classic motors of Invercargill, cruising Fiordland, walking the 
Milford Track and the southern local delicacies found throughout.

QUALMARK – A QUALITY EXPERIENCE,  
IN EVERY WAY

Qualmark rate New Zealand tourism operators across a wide range of 
factors from safety to sustainability. 

They check every area of the business, seen and unseen, to ensure 
customers have a quality experience in New Zealand.

Only those businesses delivering a quality sustainable experience, who 
have safe practices and demonstrate true New Zealand hospitality, are 
recognised through Qualmark.

When booking a New Zealand visit, choose only Qualmark rated tourism 
operators.

For more information visit qualmark.co.nz

http://newzealand.com/int/themed

